THOMAS  HARDY

skeleton was needed to bind together this vast
multitude of scenes : but it was not an Aeschylean
who did all those humorous dialogues in country
speech, and delighted in multiplying the " damns "
and " By Gods" of Wellington. It was not
Thomas Hardy who coined the phrase about
" the blind Fury with the abhorred shears ";
nor was he the first to be habitually prone, in
moments of general contemplation, to think of
death as a sleep after " life's fitful fever/1 or as a
voyage into " an undiscovered country." " The
long day is done and we are for the dark " :
fundamentally Shakespeare was as agnostic and
as haunted by death as Hardy, and he also was
in love with the irrevocable: but he made Falstafi
and As You Like It, was interested in everything,
and was talkative, sociable and high-spirited, as
Ben Jonson records. Hardy shared those attri-
butes of character and that universal delight in
the shows of life. He constantly forgot that he
was prophesying doom when he was presented
with the humours of character or the manifold
beauties of Nature; his sombre creed went with
an unquenchable faculty of delight.

Shakespeare, however, did not argue; nor did
he load the dice on dehalf of destiny. Hardy
did, and it has tended to produce a lop-sided
picture of him. I once heard a wit remark that
no husband in Hardy was ever safely dead. He
would create characters who obviously had free-
will and then rob them of the results of it, either
by some intrusive accident or by some strange
breakdown in themselves. He used the long arm

295